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CUSTOM HOUSE SHOW REVEALS 
RICH FIELD FOR HISTORIANS 


JULY 


The Society's exhibition of material com 
memorating the work of Robert Mills, federal 
architect and designer of the New London 
Custom House, will be disassembled when this 
issue of the Bulletin reaches you. The 
newly cleaned Custom House shared honors 
with the Society on the 26th of June when 
it held Open House and played host to 200 
'visitors. The Society's program attracted 
75 guests to the Mansion where a talk on 
Mills and his work was presented by Agnes 
Gilchrist, architectural historian. Mrs. 
Gilchrist!s talk was followed by a social 
hour presided over by Mrs. Herbert G. 
HuntLey and her committee. 


Two display cases in the upper hall held a 
collection of eighteen letters written by 
Ingoldsby W, Crawford, Collector of Customs 
at New London during the period when the 
present building was constructed. These 
letters, loaned by the Connecticut College 
Library, shed much light on the frustra- 
tions and delays that beset those respon- 
sible for this fine structure of Connecticut 
granite, They definitely establish the date 
of completion of the building as 1835. 


The collecting of the paintings, photographs, 
books and other material illustrating New 
England custom houses and other buildings 
designed by Mills provided those responsible 
for the show with several fruitful trips and 
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much interesting correspondence. The re- 
markable collection of pictures at the 
National Archives yielded photographic 
prints of the custom houses at New London 
and Middletown, and Newburyport and New 
Bedford, Mass. A letter to the Historical 
Society of Old Newbury brought the reply 
that "The Newburyport Custom House has 
been in poor condition for many years." 
Correspondence with librarians in Middle- 
town revealed that the custom house there 
is now occupied by commercial firms and 
is hardly recognizable as a former federal 
building. | 


A trip to New Bedford provided your repre- 
sentatives with an opportunity to meet the 
Deputy Collector in Charge, Mr. Thomas A. 
Rielly, who graciously lent the exquisite 
water color of the New Bedford building, 

a highlight of our show. 


From the state of South Carolina came 
friendly letters from the Carolina Art 
Association in Charleston, the birthplace 
of Mills, also the loan of book and pic. 
ture material, The Charleston Library 
Association, the Library of Congress and 
the New York Public Library also offered 
help. 


Here at home the Connecticut College 
Library, the Lyman Allyn Museum and the 
Public Library again demonstrated their 
fine cooperative spirit by the loan of 
paintings, books, letters and photographs. 


This experience makes it quite evident that 
there has been little exploration by the 
historical student of this part of the life 
around us. There is abundant manuscript 


and pictorial material to reward the searcher. 


An extension of the Society's Custom House 
show is made possible by the loan of eigh- 
teen early Custom House documents from the 
collection of Mr. L. E. Battin of Oswe- 
gatchie Hills. It is hoped that these 
documents will be on display by the time 
you receive this bulletin. 


SOCIETY LENDS MATERIAL 
FOR ARMED FORCES DAY 


Several articles from the Society's col- 
lection of Revolutionary relics were lent 
to the Navy Underwater Sound Laboratory at 
Fort Trumbull on Armed Forces Day in May. 
The historic blockhouse there has recently 
been cleaned of the whitewash that hid the 
beauty of the granite blocks that were 
quarried nearby. The Commanding Officer 


decided to open the blockhouse to visitors | 


as a part of the Armed Forces Day tour. 


Two old French flintlocks (recently restor-~ 
ed by Dr. Horace L. Westcott and Mr. 
Rutherford Burdick) and a British powder 
tub used during the burning of New London 
added to the interest of the place which 
was valiantly defended by Captain Adam 
Shapley and his little band on 6 September 
1781. The muskets were a focal point for 
hundreds of young eyes. Many boys and 
girls identified them erroneously as Davy 
Crockett!s trusty Bess. 


The old fort, the third to stand on the 
spot, was also opened to visitors, and many 
climbed the circular stairs that lead to 
the ramparts. 
were observed gazing up and down the river, 
on the Lookout for Indians or early shad, 
no doubt. 


COMING EVENTS . 


~ Conn. League of Historical 
Societies meeting at New 
Milford. Details of program 
on bulletin board at the 
Mansion, | 

20 September Annual meeting of the Society 

at the Mansion. 

Mid—December House and Grounds Committee's 

annual Greens Sale at the 

Mansion. 


6 August 


Several members of the Society 


CRADLE WITH PEDIGREE PRESENTED 
BY MRS. MAHER - 


The Washington Room has been graced with 
the recent addition of a cradle presented 
by Beatrice Ashe Maher (Mrs. James Edward 
Maher), a descendant of William Sharpe, 
Revolutionary patriot, born in Pomfret in 
1740, and Sarah Farrington Sharpe, born 
in 1738, It is recorded that William 
Sharpe rendered aid to General Washington. 
This fact makes the placement of the 
cradle doubly appropriate. 


The cradle's history dates back to 1790. 
It was most recently used in March 1953, 
when it sheltered Herbert Cobb Maher, the 
youngest grandson of Vice Admiral and Mrs. 
James E. Maher. It has been used also by 
the Geer and Chandler families. 


GIFT OF KINGSBURY LETTERS 
MADE BY MRS. CHARLES ALLEN 


Light on the fortunes of the emigres 
from Connecticut to the West is furnished 
in letters given to the Society by Mrs. 
Charles H. Allen. 


From July 1824 to Jamary 1839, Samuel 
Kingsbury in North East, Pennsylvania, 
tells his relatives, Colonel John and 
Jabez Kingsbury of Tolland, his news. He 
sends sympathy on the death of Mrs. John; 
he buys a 60-acre farm for $400.3; the 
minister is Mr. Doolittle from Litch- 
field; Samuel is teaching school; their 
only child dies of croup; the meeting 
there is far from ideal, In 1835 the 
Samuel Kingsburys go back home to visit, 
and by February of 1836 Samuel has been 
out to the Mississippi visiting his 
brothers in Illinois and deciding it is 
not the place for him. His farm will 
now bring $2130. Three years later he 
wants to borrow money from Mr. Gilbert 
to buy an additional ninety acres at $12. 
an acre. The church is split, and 
Samuel is very much disturbed over the 
slavery problem, 


Some delightful invitation cards in lace 
envelopes complete the collection, 


MAPS FROM SOCIETY'S COLLECTION 
LENT TO LYME HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Society was happy to be able to as- 
sist the newly formed Lyme Historical 
Society~Florence Griswold Association by 


a loan of maps from its collection for dis- 
play in a June exhibition of maps of the 
Lyme area. This showing at the Florence 
Griswold House in Old Lyme, the society's 
headquarters, was arranged by the president, 
Samuel Thorne, Jr., who was formerly in 


charge of the map collection at Yale Univer _ 


sity. 


A rare manuscript survey map of the New 
London-Lyme Turnpike from the Shaw~Perkins 
collection was a highlight of the show. 

Other loans included a framed map, "New 
London and its vicinity exhibiting the 
situation of the harbours, forts, frigates, 
etc." by the noted Amos Doolittle of New 
Haven and dated August 20, 1813, and two 
early maps of New England and. adjacent states. 


The current show at the Florence Griswold 
House, to run through August 4, is a retros« 
pective loan exhibition of paintings by 
artists of the Old Lyme school, sentimental- 
ly labelled "Halcyon Days." 


A meeting of the New London County Imprint 
Group was held at this lovely place in May, 
and it provided many of the group with their 
first glimpse of the memory—laden house where 
many of Connecticut's noted nineteenth cen- 
tury artists obtained room and board from 
Miss Griswold whose kind heart and under- 
standing brought her fame. 


HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED 
TO THE LEAGUE BULLETIN? 


Please call Miss Clarke, the Society's sec~ 
retary, if you wish to see a copy of the 
quarterly bulletin of the Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies, She will accept 
your subscription at the current annual rate 
of 91,00, 


This is a wonderful buy, for the Bulletin 
brings you news of all the historical socie~- 
ties in the state (there are nearly fifty 

of them), it gives you information about 
coming meetings, and it keeps you aware of 
the exhibitions and publications along the 
lines of historical interest most attractive 
to you. Help the League to continue publish- 
ing the Bulletin by subscribing today. 


A GAZEBO IS IN OUR GARDEN 


The current exhibition at the Cooper Union 
Museum in New York entitled "Gazebos, Garden 
Ornaments and Grottoes" is of interest to 
those of us who have experienced the pleasure 


Thames and the land to the east. 


of withdrawing from the midsummer sun to 
the shade of the Society's own delightful 
gazebo. This little octagonal gem of 
early American architecture looks out from 
a ledge at the top of the garden upon the 
The 
visitor who surveys the scene from the 
pavilion can readily picture the town as 
it must have been two hundred years ago 
when The Bank sloped down to the river 
where the ships and small boats were 
moored. | 


The gazebo has been defined as "a sort of 
turret that tops many summer pavilions 
and is used as an observation tower," 
design of the Society's gazebo suggests 
more social uses. Surely this little 
building must have housed many young 
couples on summer evenings in years past 
when the Shaw Mansion was the social 


The 


center of the town. 


A WORD OF APPRECIATION 


An organization that depends largely on 
volunteer help to keep its program going 
is fortunate when it can number among its 
membership a few persons who are willing 
to contribute their ability and time in 


a self-effacing manner "for the good of 


the cause,!! 


The Society can point proudly to a number 
of these unsung members who continue work- 
ing quietly and efficiently through the 
years with no thought of publicity and 
reward other than what comes from the 
satisfaction of a job well done. 


This month the spotlight shines on 
Katharine Dench, whose loyal and untiring 
efforts have been devoted to tasks in the 
office where she has been of tremendous 
assistance to the Society's secretary. A 
great mass of correspondence has streamed 
from Mrs. Dench's typewriter, and much 
other paper work has been accomplished by 
her. If there are things she has done 
for the society that we do not know about, 
it is because she has chosen to go about 
her work quietly. We give her heartfelt 
thanks. 


BULLETIN EXCHANGE 


The New Canaan Historical Society's Annual 
print, "The Shoe Industry in New Canaan," 
by Theodore W. Benedict, descendant of 

James, pioneer in the manufacture of hand~ 


made shoes in 1768. 


The Connecticut Historical Society's Annual 
Report announces the forthcoming publication 
of "Jonathan Trumbull, Connecticut!s Merchant 
Magistrate," by Philip Weaver, The gift of 
the record book of the Railroad Commissioners 
of Connecticut for 1854~64 sparks a short 
piece about the fourteen independent rail- 
roads operating in the state in 1854. 


Ralph Thomas of New Haven contributes an 
article on "William Johnston, Connecticut's 
First Itinerant Portrait Artist" in the 
summer bulletin of the Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies. In the same number 
Rawson Haddon of Waterbury suggests guides 
for the Connecticut tourist, and lists open 
houses iin the state. (Correction, please, 
Mr. Haddon! The Shaw Mansion is open daily 
ey sunday from 1 to 4, and admission is 
free. 


The Essex (Mass.) Institute Historical Col- 
Lections for July describe the workings of 
"Pauper Auctions, the New England Method 

of Public Poor Relief," by Benjamin J. 
Klebaner,. 


"A Master Craftsman of Early Guilford," by 
Philip Hammerslough deals with Samuel 
Parmele, a silversmith, ard his work. New 
Haven Colony Historical Society Journal for 
June. 


American Heritage, a familiar magazine ina 
new format, now appears for the fourth time. 
The numerous well-illustrated articles range 
over a wide field of interest, and the perm 
nent binding makes storage of this worth 
while journal easier than formerly. 


From The New London County Historical 
| Society, Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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MEMBERS OF FORT GRISWOLD COMMITTEE 
NAMED BY GOVERNOR 


~ Recent appointments by Governor ..:braham 


A. Ribicoff to the Citizons’ Advisory 
Committorc on Preservation and Hainten- 


ance of the Fort Griswold Tract and 
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Monument. are listed below. 


Dwight C. Lyman, the Society's president, 
received a reappointment for two years. 
In eddition, those named to serve for a 
two-year period ere Mrs. Mary Riley of 
New London, Mrs. Carlton Lawson of Gales 
Ferry, Camuel Kofkoff, of Bozrah, Mrs. 
Mergeret <, Smith o® East Grenoy ard Mrs. 
Marvy Valente andi Miss Mae Goodsell of 
Hartford. 


Mansion Open Daily except Sunday 
1 to 4 p.m. 


Resident custodians 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes 
Phone - Gibson 3—1209 


Secretary 

Miss Marion IE, Clarke 
226 Williams Street 
Phone - Gibson 3~5567 


